1St Quarter

	
	UNIT
	1 – Intro to Social Studies
	1 – Intro to Social Studies
	1 – Intro to Social Studies
	2 – Early Humans
	2 – Early Humans

	
	Topic
	5 Themes of Geography
	Human Geography
	World Religions
	Palaeolithic Era
	Neolithic Era

	
	Concept(s)
	Globalization, Geography and Regions
	Interaction and Change
	Beliefs and Cultural Identity
	Motivation, Climate, Survival
	Agriculture and Expansion

	
	Outcome(s)
	Understand map elements, geographic features, elements of geography
	Impact of geography on the world (migration, beliefs, trade, specialization)
	Influence of belief systems on culture.  Understanding of the major world religions and their interconnectedness.
	Rise of human race, transition from nomadic culture to civilization.  Beginnings of structured society.
	Development of advanced society, permanent settlement and complex tools. Precursor to trade and economics. 


2nd Quarter
	UNIT
	3 - River Valley Civilizations
	3 - River Valley Civilizations
	3 - River Valley Civilizations
	3 - River Valley Civilizations
	3 - Trading Civilizations

	Topic
	Mesopotamia
	Egypt
	Indus River Valley
	Ancient China
	African Empires

	Concept(s)
	Expansion and Cultural Identity
	Expansion and Cultural Identity
	Expansion and Cultural Identity
	Expansion, Trade, Geography and Cultural Identity
	Expansion, Trade, Religion and Cultural Identity

	Outcome(s)
	Why Tigris and Euphrates? How is it considered the “Cradle of Civilization”? Development of specialization and trade network.  First recorded war of Sumer and Elam 2700 BC
	Expansion of the Nile River Valley.  Elements of Social Hierarchy in society.  Religious practices and architecture of the Old, Middle and New Kingdoms.
	Transportation by boat becomes a means of increased trade.  Society guided by religious beliefs (i.e. Hindu caste system)
	Development of trade routes such as the silk road added to the cultural diffusion throughout Europe and Asia.  Chinese dynasties fluctuated through China’s history providing warlike, isolationist and an economically minded society through time.
	Expansion of Africa’s trading empire and the impact of Islam on the region of North Africa.


3rd Quarter
	
	Unit
	4 – Classical Civilizations
	4 – Classical Civilizations
	4 – Classical Civilizations
	4 – Classical Civilizations
	4 – Classical Civilizations

	
	Topic
	Greece
	Rome
	Classical India
	Imperial China
	Feudal Japan

	
	Concept(s)
	Innovation, Growth and Collapse
	Innovation, Growth and Collapse
	Trade and Growth
	Growth and Political Change
	Isolation and Tradition

	
	Outcome(s)
	Impact of Greek society on both the feudal system and modern society.  Connections to the rise of Rome are also important.  
	Connections to innovation, and the rise of Islam in the 600’s and the Byzantine Empire after Rome’s collapse.  How can a society collapse?
	Compare and contrast the Mauryan and the Gupta dynasties.  Evaluate the impact of trade on cultural diffusion.  Specialization and its impact on the caste system and the Age of Exploration. 
	Significance of dynasties on the development of China.  Mongol invasion and the rise of Islam in Asia.  Chinese trade also impacts the Age of Exploration (i.e. gunpowder, compass, porcelain)
	Students should understand the impact of geography on an island nation.  Students also need to see the connections of the social hierarchy of feudal Japan and how they played into the decisions that the nobility of Japan made through time.  


4th Quarter
	Unit
	4 – Classical Civilizations
	5- Collapse and Rebirth
	5- Collapse and Rebirth

	Topic
	Mesoamerica
	Middle Ages
	Renaissance

	Concept(s)
	Isolation, Innovation and Tradition
	Expansion, Conflict and Collapse
	Innovation and Cultural Diffusion

	Outcome(s)
	Students should have an understanding of the traditions of Mesoamerican Society prior to the Age of Exploration.  Students should also understand the innovations of these societies (i.e. calendar, communication system, causeways)  
	Students need to understand the feudal system of Europe and the impact of the Black Plague on society, particularly on the distrust of the Catholic Church.  Religion fuelled many of the decisions of royalty in this era, particularly with control of the “Holy Land” 
	Students need to understand the impact of innovation on the rise and expansion of civilization while being able to compare and contrast the views of the church and those who challenged its authority.  With new thinking came expanded appreciation of the arts and theatre as well as an expended global trade network.


